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to set in. The Treaty of Tilsit made Prussia a small power;
yet she reacted to the disarmament which Napoleon im-
posed on her by giving birth to Prussian militarism, which
in turn engendered German militarism, the terror of
Europe since 1870. Two monsters, one the issue of the
other. What even more horrible monster would Austria
have let loose on Europe if she had had to submit to the
same violence? The disarmament of Austria was the great-
est folly of a fear which no longer believed in anything
but violence, and which threatened the total annihilation
of Europe. Constructive genius, great philosopher of force,
Talleyrand alone understood the terrible danger and risked
his position, perhaps also his life, to save France, Austria,
Europe, and Napoleon himself. The danger was too great
for him to hesitate.
A prophet revolting against his blind masters. Such was
the contradictory life led by this enigmatic man during the
whole Revolution. But this astonishing contradiction is
still not the explanation of the enigma, for it is the enigma.
One cannot understand Talleyrand until one can explain
the reason for the contradiction he lived under between
1797 and 1814. Many eminent men bowed to the inevi-
table and served the Revolution, in spite of their disgust
for its violence and its mistakes. Others, incapable of con-
cealing their disgust, preferred either to emigrate or to
hold aloof. Talleyrand took a third course: he served the
great panic of his age, but only up to the point at which it
began to commit irreparable follies. At that point he sud-
denly revolted and set up the invisible truths of the
metaphysics of force against the deceptive illusions of its
physics; but he made no definite rupture with his blind
masters, and continued to serve them. It is obvious that
such an attitude made his extraordinary clear-sightedness
useless to the world and dangerous to him, because it
forced him to live a perpetual He, in permanent opposi-
tion to revolutionary powers, that were suspicious, vio-
lent, and cruel. How is one to explain the fact that a man